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Clustered sample
To reduce costs, clusters are (randomly) 
sampled first, before individuals within 
these clusters are (randomly) sampled.

E.g. selecting schools before selecting 
students, so that fewer schools need to 
be visited.



Babbie (2015, p. 10)

Theory
Babbie: A systematic explanation for the 
observations that relate to a particular aspect of 
life.

Elkink: A set of social scientific concepts and a 
systematic argument how they are related to 
each other.

Theories are necessary for 
inference (understanding, 
prediction, generalization).

Unit	of	analysis



Open-ended question
Respondents can state or write in any 
possible answer.

Closed question
Respondents can choose between a 
fixed number of possible answers.

Note later class 
on coding text.



Avoid leading questions

“You don’t smoke, do you?”

“Would you vote for Ed Milliband, a 
man who has been known to break his 
campaign promises?”



Avoid negatives
“Do you agree or disagree with the 
following statements: 

• Marijuana should not be legalized.
• Teachers should not be required to 

supervise students during summer 
breaks.”

(Note that saying “Do you agree with ...” 
would have been a leading question.)



Avoid double-barreled questions
“Do you think smoking should be 
prohibited in bars and restaurants?”

“Do you think women and children should 
be given the first available flu shots?”

“Given her stance on immigration, do you 
support Angela Merkel?”
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Simple random sample
The sampling here is a purely random selection from the 
sampling frame – i.e. from the list of all texts. 

Stratified sample
Select collections you need and sample texts within 
collections to make sure each collection is sufficiently 
represented. 

Clustered sample
Collections are randomly sampled first, before texts within 
these clusters are randomly sampled.



Which 
texts?

Unit of 
analysis?

Sample?

Do newspaper articles focus more on the 
politicians’ policies or on their personality?

Do more positive or more negative tweets have a 
greater in an election campaign?

Do politicians with more positive tweets or with 
more negative tweets have more followers?

Do politicians talk more about the economy when 
it is doing badly or when doing well?

Are countries with left-wing governments more or 
less likely to adopt liberal same-sex marriage laws?
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One way to approach content 
analysis is to design a 
questionnaire to ask questions 
about a text.

Note that ”texts” includes any 
kind of media – pictures, 
movies, verbal text, written 
text, etc.
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Dictionary based
Researcher pre-defines word weights –
then investigates presence of words in 
documents.

Unsupervised methods
Computer algorithms are used to find 
patterns in word counts in documents, 
without pre-defining categories.
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Tagging through:
- Kremlin’s tags
- Keywords in document titles
- Research assistant
- Predictive model based on 

word counts

















Make sure you stay on 
track with the textbook –
too much to read for the 
exam.

Content analysis

Unit of analysis
Simple random sample
Clustered sample
Stratified sample
Questionnaire


