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What is politics?





Who gets what, when, 
how? (Lasswell)

Politics (is) to argue about justice, 
… to argue about who may be 
compared with whom for what 
treatment. (Friedrich)

Political system is any persistent 
pattern of human relations that 
involves, to a significant extent, 
control, influence, power or 
authority. (Dahl)

We treat a phenomenon as political in so 
far as it involves the organization and 
mobilization of resources for the 
attainment of the goals of a particular 
community. (Parsons)

Politics is the process 
by which groups make 
collective decisions. 
(Hague & Harrop)

Tromp (1995, pp. 11-15)

The political system … is that system of 
interactions in any society through 
which binding or authoritative 
allocations are made and implemented. 
(Easton)

What is politics?



What makes 
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a science?



What makes 
political science 
a science?

Political science is the study of governments, public 
policies and political processes, systems, and 
political behavior. (American Political Science 
Association)



• Why do some states spend more on weapons than others? 
• What explains the rise of populist parties in Europe?
• What accounts for the regime longevity in North Korea? 
• What explains why some countries pursue nuclear 

weapons and others do not? 
• What are the main axes of political competition among 

political parties? 
• How does the electoral system affect the distribution of 

seats in parliament? 



Normative and empirical
Domestic and international

Contemporary and historical
Politics and political economy
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How to ask question?
How to make observations?
How to draw valid conclusions?
How do we know what we know?



Inaccurate observations—because we rarely pay close attention to the 

world around, we often make mistakes when we try to recall our 

experiences.

Overgeneralization—this occurs when we draw general conclusions about 

specific events or people. Most refer to this as stereotyping.

Selective observation—in contrast to overgeneralization, selective 

observation occurs when we ignore phenomena that do not fit into our 

basic beliefs about how the world works.

Illogical reasoning—we occasionally abandon logic when trying to explain 

the world; “the exception proves the rule” is the most common example.

Babbie (2015, p. 8-9)



Epistemology
The science of knowing; systems of knowledge.

Babbie (2017, p. 4)



Common knowledge: WWII took 
place from 1939 to 1945 and the 
allied forces won in the end.

Tradition: Annual 
commemoration ceremonies or 
liberation celebrations confirm 
how we perceive the war.

Authority: Influential film makers 
created documentaries and 
movies to tell us what happened.

Social science: Systematic 
research confirms or disproves 
commonly held perspectives on 
events in the war.



Epistemology

Methodology

The science of knowing; systems of knowledge.

The science of finding out; procedures for 
scientific investigation.

Babbie (2017, p. 4)



What makes 
political science 
a science?

King, Keohane & Verba (1994, pp. 7-9)

1. The goal is inference
2. The procedures are public
3. The conclusions are 

uncertain
4. The content is the method



What makes 
political science 
a science?

King, Keohane & Verba (1994, pp. 7-9)

1. The goal is inference
2. The procedures are public
3. The conclusions are 

uncertain
4. The content is the method

Inference
Drawing conclusions about what you do not 
know on the basis of what you do know.



What makes 
political science 
a science?

King, Keohane & Verba (1994, pp. 7-9); Babbie (2015, p. 8)

1. The goal is inference
2. The procedures are public
3. The conclusions are 

uncertain
4. The content is the method

Replication
Repeating a research study to test and either 
confirm or question the findings of an earlier 
study.
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4. The content is the method

Uncertainty
All scientific results are “just a theory” – they 
are not facts and they can always be disproven.



What makes 
political science 
a science?

King, Keohane & Verba (1994, pp. 7-9)

1. The goal is inference
2. The procedures are public
3. The conclusions are 

uncertain
4. The content is the method



King, Keohane & Verba (1994, pp. 7-9)

1. The goal is inference
2. The procedures are public
3. The conclusions are 

uncertain
4. The content is the method

“The field of science is unlimited; its material is endless; every 
group of natural phenomena, every phase of social life, every 
stage of past or present development is material for science. The 
unity of all science consists alone in its method, not its material.” 
(Karl Pearson)



What makes 
political science 
a science?

Babbie (2015, p. 10)

Theory
Babbie: A systematic explanation for the 
observations that relate to a particular aspect of 
life.

Elkink: A set of social scientific concepts and a 
systematic argument how they are related to 
each other.



Babbie (2017, p. 9)



Babbie (2017, p. 9)



Variables
Logical sets of attributes. The 
variable turnout is made up of the 
attributes voter and non voter.

Attributes
Characteristics of people or other 
objects.



Variables
Logical sets of attributes. The 
variable turnout is made up of the 
attributes voter and non voter.

Attributes
Characteristics of people or other 
objects.

Variables Attributes
Gender Female, male
Occupation Plumber, lawyer, taxi driver, professor, …
Age 0, 1, 2, 3, …, 49, 50, 51, …, 100, 101, …
Nationality Dutch, Irish, Indian, …
Social class Upper, middle, lower
Political orientation Liberal, convervative, marxist, …

Babbie (2015, p. 15)
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http://www.joselkink.net/FPR-Autumn-2019.php



Guest lecture

Guest lecture



Guest lecture



Table of contents of Babbie 
(2017) has been uploaded to 
Brightspace – check pages 
when you use a different 
edition.



Essay: a 
multivariate 
graph with 
interpretation.



Exam: multiple 
choice on all 
course material



Plagiarism
Presenting someone else’s work as your own  
or presenting work as original when it is not.



Plagiarism
Presenting someone else’s work as your own  
or presenting work as original when it is not.

Deliberate:

• Copying text from books, 
articles, or web pages.

• Copying text from other 
students’ papers.

• Copying text from your own 
earlier work or work for other 
courses.

Copying here includes slightly 
edited text or paraphrasing.

Copying includes taking ideas 
from others without proper 
referencing.



Plagiarism
Presenting someone else’s work as your own  
or presenting work as original when it is not.

Accidental:

• Not knowing how to properly 
cite or reference sources.

• Not knowing how to 
summarize / paraphrase 
without it being plagiarism.

• Not knowing what “common 
knowledge” is.

Make sure you know the rules 
and learn from library, writing 
center, etc.

Pay attention to how it is done in 
articles you read.



Politics
Political science
Epistemology
Methodology
Inference
Replication
Theory
Variable

Plagiarism

Make sure you acquire the 
textbook and start reading!
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