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1. Recap – what is political science?

2. Quantitative vs qualitative methods

3. Induction vs deduction



Tromp (1995, pp. 11-15)

The political system … is that system of 
interactions in any society through which 
binding or authoritative allocations are made 
and implemented. (Easton)

Political science is the study of governments, public 
policies and political processes, systems, and 
political behavior. (American Political Science 
Association)



King, Keohane & Verba (1994, pp. 7-9)

1. The goal is inference
2. The procedures are public
3. The conclusions are 

uncertain
4. The content is the method

“The field of science is unlimited; its material is endless; every 
group of natural phenomena, every phase of social life, every 
stage of past or present development is material for science. The 
unity of all science consists alone in its method, not its material.” 
(Karl Pearson)



Epistemology

Methodology

The science of knowing; systems of knowledge.

The science of finding out; procedures for 
scientific investigation.

Babbie (2017, p. 4)





1. Recap – what is political science?

2. Quantitative vs qualitative methods

3. Induction vs deduction



“N” refers to the number of cases or observations in your study, 
i.e. the sample size.

Qualitative Case studies N = 1
Comparative studies small N

Quantitative Statistical methods large N

Unit of analysis
The type of case that is being studied. E.g. 
individuals, parties, countries, wars, ... 



Unit of analysis





Small N



• High conceptual validity
• Helpful to generate new hypotheses ...

• ... and finding omitted variables
• Examining causal mechanisms ...

• ... and causal complexity ...
• ... in (historical) context

Small N

George and Bennett (2005, p. 19) 



• More generalizable to other 
cases

• Better able to control for 
alternative explanations

• Better assessment of level of 
uncertainty
• Transparent and replicable

Large N



So it’s a 
matter of 
trade-offs

Gerring (2001); Todd (2003, pp. 24–25) 

depth

breadth



1. Recap – what is political science?

2. Quantitative vs qualitative methods

3. Induction vs deduction



Deduction
The logical model in which specific 
expectations of hypotheses are developed on 
the basis of general principles.

Babbie (2015, p. 24)



Induction
The logical model in which general principles 
are developed from specific observations.

Babbie (2015, p. 23)
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Does more study 
lead to better exam 
results?



Deduction Induction

Babbie (2015, p. 51)



Deduction Induction

Babbie (2015, p. 51)



Deduction Induction

Babbie (2015, p. 51)



Deduction Induction

Babbie (2015, p. 51)



Deduction Induction

Babbie (2015, p. 51)



Deduction Induction

Babbie (2015, p. 51)



All 
swans 
are 
white.







Theory
Unit of analysis
Induction
Deduction

Make sure you acquire the 
textbook and start reading!



Babbie, Earl R. The practice of social research. Cengage Learning, 2015.

Babbie, Earl R. The basics of social research. Cengage Learning, 2017.

George, Alexander L. and Andrew Bennett. Case studies and theory development in the social sciences.MIT Press, 2005.

Gerring, John. Social science methodology: A criterial framework. Cambridge University Press, 2001.

King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. Designing social inquiry: Scientific inference in qualitative research. Princeton university 
press, 1994.

Landman, Todd. Issues and methods in comparative politics: an introduction. Routledge, 2002.

Tromp, Bart. De wetenschap der politiek: verkenningen. Amsterdam University Press, 1995.



Slides that were 
skipped this year



For example:

• Case studies followed by large N study for 
generalization.

• Large survey followed by focus groups.

• Focus groups to design questionnaire for large N survey.

• Case studies to study unexpected results in large N 
study.

Mixed methods
Combining qualitative and quantitative 
approaches in the same research project.



Babbie (2015, p. 10)

Theory
Babbie: A systematic explanation for the 
observations that relate to a particular aspect of 
life.

Elkink: A set of social scientific concepts and a 
systematic argument how they are related to 
each other.



Babbie (2015, p. 10)

Theory
Babbie: A systematic explanation for the 
observations that relate to a particular aspect of 
life.

Elkink: A set of social scientific concepts and a 
systematic argument how they are related to 
each other.

Theories are necessary for 
inference (understanding, 
prediction, generalization).



Keep
It
Simple
Stupid



Parsimony
To keep a model as simple as possible – but 
no simpler. (Einstein)


