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1. Recap

2. Writing political science

3. Reading political science



Epistemology

Methodology

The science of knowing; systems of knowledge.

The science of finding out; procedures for 
scientific investigation.

Babbie (2017, p. 4)



What makes 
political science 
a science?

King, Keohane & Verba (1994, pp. 7-9)

1. The goal is inference
2. The procedures are public
3. The conclusions are 

uncertain
4. The content is the method



Deduction
The logical model in which specific 
expectations of hypotheses are developed on 
the basis of general principles.

Babbie (2015, p. 24)



Induction
The logical model in which general principles 
are developed from specific observations.

Babbie (2015, p. 23)
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2. Writing political science

3. Reading political science





Each paragraph should make one clear 
point. Make sure you identify what is the 
core sentence of each paragraph and 
ensure the rest of the paragraph is there 
for support only.



Make one clear 
argument, and put it in 
the title, the abstract, 
the introduction, the 
text, and the conclusion.



1. Introduction
2. Background to the study
3. Theoretical framework
4. Methods and data
5. Empirical analysis
6. Discussion
7. Conclusions
8. Appendices



1. Introduction
2. Background to the study
3. Theoretical framework 
4. Methods and data
5. Empirical analysis
6. Discussion
7. Conclusions
8. Appendices



“The abstract contains 
information about the 
problem that was 
investigated, how it 
was investigated, the 
major findings of the 
study, and hints at the 
theoretical and 
practical implications 
of the findings.”

Jordan, C. H., & Zanna, M. P. (1999). How to read 
a journal article in social psychology. The self in 
social psychology, 461-470.



1. Start with an example.
2. Hook the reader with a great first 

sentence.
3. Give your argument some context.
4. Provide a summary of the main 

argument.
5. Preview the main findings.
6. Preview the structure of your paper.
7. Transition into your first paragraph 

to wrap everything up.

https://www.wikihow.com/Write-an-Essay-Introduction

Introduction



• What type of research 
design do you apply?
• What is the population 

of cases?
• How did you take a 

sample?

• Some basic descriptives of the sample
• How did you measure key concepts?
• How will the analysis proceed?
• What are potential ethical considerations?

M
ethods section



Purpose of a literature review:

• Clarify established findings in the field of study
• Clarify the contribution of your study
• Clarify the theoretical framework of the research

Not the purpose of a literature review:

• Summarize all papers on the topic



Purpose of a literature review:

• Clarify established findings in the field of study
• Clarify the contribution of your study
• Clarify the theoretical framework of the research

Not the purpose of a literature review:

• Summarize all papers on the topic

Literature review = theory section



Building block method

Snowball method

Two methods to find sources





Example:

How to find research on international conflict related to ethnic 
diversity?

International Conflict Ethnic diversity
international conflict ethnic
cross-border war minority
transnational violence diversity

dispute



Example:

How to find research on international conflict related to ethnic 
diversity?

International Conflict Ethnic diversity
international conflict ethnic
cross-border war minority
transnational violence diversity

dispute

(conflict or war or violence or dispute) and (ethnic or minority or 
diversity) and (international or cross-border or transnational)

AND

O
R







Backwards: find sources used in a 
key article.

Forwards: find who cites a 
standard work or key article.



Fo
rw

ar
ds





Ba
ck

w
ar

ds





Fo
rw

ar
ds





Harvard-style referencing
An umbrella term for any referencing 
style that uses the author name and 
year of publication within the text to 
indicate where you have inserted a 
source.







Mentimeter

(writing political science)



Plagiarism
Presenting someone else’s work as your own  
or presenting work as original when it is not.



Plagiarism
Presenting someone else’s work as your own  
or presenting work as original when it is not.

Deliberate:

• Copying text from books, 
articles, or web pages.

• Copying text from other 
students’ papers.

• Copying text from your own 
earlier work or work for other 
courses.

Copying here includes slightly 
edited text or paraphrasing.

Copying includes taking ideas 
from others without proper 
referencing.



Plagiarism
Presenting someone else’s work as your own  
or presenting work as original when it is not.

Accidental:

• Not knowing how to properly 
cite or reference sources.

• Not knowing how to 
summarize / paraphrase 
without it being plagiarism.

• Not knowing what “common 
knowledge” is.

Make sure you know the rules 
and learn from library, writing 
center, etc.

Pay attention to how it is done in 
articles you read.
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Different types of papers:

• Review papers
• Empirical papers
• Quantitative
• Qualitative
• Mixed-methods

• Theoretical
• Conceptual
• Formal / mathematical
• Normative



Abstract
Introduction
Background to the study
Theoretical framework (= literature review)
Methods and data
Empirical analysis
Discussion
Conclusions
Appendices

2
1

4
5

3

6
7

8



What type of paper is it?
What is the main argument of the paper?
How does this contrast – according to the author – to existing work?
What is the evidence for the argument?
What are the cases on which the evidence is based? Is it 
generalizable?

What is the dependent variable?
What is the independent variable?
What is the causal mechanism?
What is the population?
And what the sample?
How is the causal effect identified?







Is this a review, empirical, 
or theoretical paper?



Does this paper apply 
quantitative, qualitative or 
mixed methods?



What are the independent 
and dependent variables?



What is the population and 
what is the sample?



Make sure you stay on 
track with the textbook –
too much to read for the 
exam.

Plagiarism
Backwards snowball
Forwards snowball


