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The main purpose of today’s class is to get a feel for how to open, access and view data, and
to get some familiarity with the user interface of the software.

The data we will use is from the Irish National Election Survey, based on exit polls at the
2016 General Election. Note that this is only a small subset of the data and that the data
has been slightly manipulated—so you cannot use this for any real analysis, but it is good to
get some practice. An exit poll means that voters were asked immediately after they voted
to fill out a fake ballot and ask a few additional questions.

The data set contains the following variables:

party party of the 1st preference candidate
education level of education
gender gender
age age in years
leftRight 11-point scale from left-wing (0) to right-wing (10) orientation
leftRightJitter the leftRight variable, but with some random noise added to

improve quality of graphs

Opening the data

Open Stata by going to the Start button, then find Teaching Applications, Math & Statistics,
and then Stata.

The following command in Stata will download the file directly from the web and open it:

use "http://www.joselkink.net/files/data/ines.dta", clear

On the left you will see a history of command run and a list of variables. Open a new do-file
editor using File, New, Do. Copy the above command into the do-file editor. Save the do file
for your convenience. For the remainder of the lab exercise, include everything in the do file
and keep saving it as you go along.
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Inspecting the data

Tables

You can produce a table of a single variable with the following code, for example for the party
variable:

Stata: tab party

Try this with a number of different variables.

Pie charts

You are probably familiar with pie-charts. Here is how you create a pie chart of the party
variable:

Stata: graph pie, over(party)

How do you think frequency tables and pie charts are related?

Try making a pie-chart for the gender variable.

Bar charts

An alternative plot for the same information is a bar chart:

Stata: graph bar (count), over(party)

Questions

Try to think about what kind of data you are looking at.

1. What is the unit of analysis in this data set?

2. What is the level of measurement for the party variable? And for the age variable?

3. Which party received the most votes? Which one second most?
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