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You will submit two files: one PDF file1 including all plots, tables and interpretations and one
command file (SPSS Syntax file (.sps), or Stata do-file, or R-file) with all commands used to an-
swer the exercise and no superfluous commands. Please send both files to jos.elkink@ucd.ie.

(5%) of the grade is used for an overall evaluation of the presentation of your work (the PDF
file) and (5%) of the grade for the evaluation of the clarity / presentation of your command file,
including the use of comments, clear variable names, and whitespace.

Data

For this homework, you will need to download the data and codebook for the 2004 AsiaBarometer,
which is available through the Harvard Dataverse Network. The first question in Homework 1
will guide you through the process of acquiring the data. When you search for “asiabarometer”
it should come up as the first item—the study identification number is ICPSR 20420.

Creating the foreign exposure variable

For the variable on foreign exposure, we count the number of questions related to foreign exposure,
where the respondent says that it applies (see Table 3). Here is some guidance on how to create
this variable:

SPSS: COUNT foreignExposure = Q2 1 Q2 2 Q2 3 Q2 4 Q2 5 Q2 6 (1). 2

R: foreignExposure <- (Q2 1 == "Apply") + (Q2 2 == "Apply") + (Q2 3 == "Apply")

1Word files will be sent back – note that newer versions of Word can easily save to PDF format.
2This assumes “apply” is coded as 1 – you must check this first!
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+ (Q2 4 == "Apply") + (Q2 5 == "Apply") + (Q2 6 == "Apply")

Stata: egen foreignExposure = anycount(Q2 1 Q2 2 Q2 3 Q2 4 Q2 5 Q2 6), values(1) 3

Contact me as soon as possible if you encounter problems with this step in particular.

Questions

Throughout, check first that missing values are correctly specified and, for R users, that numerical
variables are properly coded, e.g. a ten-point scale should be a numerical variable from 1 to 10,
not a categorical variable of ten categories.

1. Open the data and make sure the command for doing so is in the command file.

2. (5%) Replicate Model 3 in Table 1. See Table 3 for a guide on all variable codings. Make
sure you check the codebook belonging to the data file for exact question wordings.4

3. (5%) In cross-country comparisons, we often add country as a variable, to control for any
cultural or country-specific effects that are not captured by the other independent variables.
Extend Model 3 in Table 1 by adding the country variable.
(10%) Produce a regression table for this model.

4. (25%) Write a one page report, based on Table 1 and the new regression table, with a
particular focus on the relation between foreign exposure and attitude towards taking bribes.

5. (10%) Replicate Model 2 in Table 2.5

6. (10%) Based on Model 2 in Table 2, calculate the probability of a respondent with a
median score on trust in parliament and trust in central government, and a minimum
score on foreign exposure, that this respondent is supportive of democracy. Repeat with a
maximum score on foreign exposure. Include a description of the steps taken and formulas
used to make this calculation.

7. (25%) Write a one page report, based on Table 2, with a particular focus on the relation
between foreign exposure and attitude towards democracy.

3This assumes “apply” is coded as 1 – you must check this first!
4No need to report in PDF, just include in code file.
5No need to report in PDF, just include in code file.
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(1) (2) (3)

Foreign exposure −0.025∗ −0.033∗∗ −0.032∗∗

(0.014) (0.014) (0.015)

Female −0.132∗∗∗ −0.139∗∗∗

(0.039) (0.040)

Age −0.008∗∗∗ −0.008∗∗∗

(0.002) (0.002)

General trust 0.079∗

(0.045)

intercept 1.852∗∗∗ 2.219∗∗∗ 2.209∗∗∗

(0.027) (0.078) (0.080)

N 7,180 7,180 6,940
R2 0.0004 0.004 0.005
Adjusted R2 0.0003 0.004 0.004

Note: ∗p<0.1; ∗∗p<0.05; ∗∗∗p<0.01

Table 1: Linear regressions explaining whether taking a bribe is justifiable in certain circumstances,
from “never” (1) to “always” (10).
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(1) (2) (3) (4)

Foreign exposure 0.047 0.008 0.056 0.143∗∗∗

(0.040) (0.042) (0.046) (0.054)

Distrust in parliament −0.229∗∗∗ −0.126 0.006
(0.076) (0.080) (0.090)

Distrust in central government −0.709∗∗∗ −0.641∗∗∗ −0.566∗∗∗

(0.078) (0.082) (0.085)

Satisfaction with democracy 0.413∗∗∗ 0.249∗∗∗

(0.054) (0.056)

God important −0.039∗∗ −0.010
(0.019) (0.025)

Indonesia 0.343
(0.333)

Japan −0.178
(0.287)

Philippines −1.699∗∗∗

(0.224)

Thailand 1.052∗∗

(0.414)

Malaysia 0.161
(0.342)

Singapore −0.776∗∗∗

(0.301)

Korea −1.231∗∗∗

(0.254)

intercept 2.496∗∗∗ 4.862∗∗∗ 3.370∗∗∗ 3.702∗∗∗

(0.065) (0.197) (0.386) (0.444)

N 6,093 5,798 5,620 5,620

Note: ∗p<0.1; ∗∗p<0.05; ∗∗∗p<0.01

Table 2: Logistic regressions explaining support for democracy. Country dummies are relative to
Cambodia.
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Variable Original variable Coding
Female F1 1 = female
Age F2
Foreign exposure Q2 1, Q2 2, number of questions that “apply”

Q2 3, Q2 4,
Q2 5, Q2 6

General trust Q9 1 = “most people can be trusted”
Distrust in parliament Q26F 1 = “trust a lot”, 4 = “don’t trust at all”
Distrust in central government Q26A 1 = “trust a lot”, 4 = “don’t trust at all”
Satisfaction with democracy Q5M 1 = “very dissatisfied”, 5 = “very satisfied”
Attitude towards democracy Q32D 1 = “very good” or “fairly good”
God important Q44 1 = “not at all important”, 10 = “very important”
Country COUNTRY

Table 3: Overview of variable mapping and coding.

Grade conversion scheme

Homeworks UCD MDP Homeworks UCD MDP
97-100% A+ A+ 74-76% C C

94-96% A A 71-73% D+ C
91-93% A- A 68-70% D C
88-90% B+ B+ 65-67% D- C
85-87% B B 54-64% E+ D
83-84% B- B 44-53% E D
80-82% C+ C+ 33-43% E- D
77-79% C C 0-32% F F
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